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Vocabulary Vocabulario 

eat  

family  

buffet 

food 

American football 

friends  

give thanks 

be thankful 

sauce 

harvest 

harvest festival  

cornucopia 

mashed potatoes 

American Indian 

November 

parade 

pilgrim 

potatoes 

pie 

pumpkin 

pumpkin pie 

ship 

stuffing 

Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday 

comer  

familia  

banquete 

comida 

fútbol americano 

amigos  

dar gracias 

agradecido 

salsa de la carne asada 

cosecha 

festival de la cosecha  

cuerno de la abundancia 

puré de papas/patatas 

indígena norteamericano  

indio/a 

noviembre 

desfile 

peregrino/a 

papas o patatas 

calabaza 

pastel de calabaza 

barco 

relleno 

Día de Acción de Gracias 

jueves 



 
Thanksgiving-Acción de Gracias 
 

Copyright ©2016 
 

 

cook 

sail 

tradition 

turkey 

 

estar agradecido / estar 

agradecida 

cocinar 

navegar 

tradición 

pavo 
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Materials 

Songs’ Lyrics  

Thanksgiving posters, flashcards and/or props  

Basket or plastic container 

Self-directed activities in zip lock bags 

Construction paper, markers, scissors, glue, variety of arts and 
crafts materials 
Play dough 

Stamp pad or stickers 
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Content Outline 
 

Thanksgiving  Dia de Acción de 
Gracias 

 

Welcome Self-directed 
activities 

Bienvenida Actividades auto-
dirigidas 

Theme focus Thanksgiving 
Day 

Tema Día de Acción de 
Gracias 

Song 
 

5 little 
turkeys 

Canción 
 

5 pavos 

Poem or Nursery 
Rhyme 

If you’re 
thankful 

Rimas Gracias 

Playful Activities A beak for 
the turkey 

Hora del Juego Un pico para el 
pavo 

Arts & Crafts 
Activities 

Play dough 
turkeys  

Arte & 
Manualidades 

Pavos de plastilina  

Story time Thanksgiving 
Day Story 

Hora del Cuento Cuento del Día de 
Acción de Gracias 

Wrap-up Good-bye Despedida Adiós 
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Welcome! 
Bienvenida 
Self-directed activities in zip lock bags 
 

Prepare your classroom for a whole week of Thanksgiving celebration.  

 

Have your classroom ready with typical decorations. Prepare a beautiful 

bulletin board with leaves in different colors, Thanksgiving posters and 

children made crafts.  

 

You can find many ideas on the internet.  
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Hanging Thanksgiving decorations 
 

Make turkey hanging decorations. Use plastic cups, paper rolls or 

cylinders made out of construction paper, feathers and strips of 

construction paper or ribbon in Fall colors. Cover the paper cups and 

paper rolls with brown construction paper or paint them. Glue googly 

eyes a beak and wattle from orange and red construction paper and 

attach them with glue.  Glue the feathers on the inside at the top and the 

ribbons on the bottom as shown in the picture. To hang the turkey 

decoration, poke 2 small holes in the top, thread a string through them, 

and knot them.  
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Play Thanksgiving selections in the background as children enter the 

classroom. 

 

Check out our songs on the YouTube Channel. 

 

Greet everyone with an enthusiastic Happy Thanksgiving week as they 

arrive. 

 

Before you start your class set a table with bags with self-directed activities 

for Thanksgiving. Invite children to choose a bag and to carry out the 

activity. 

 

Provide some time for children to carry out the activities while they greet 

each other and work cooperatively at the tables’ area.  

 

After a few minutes, stop the music and invite children to sit at the Circle 

Time area. Tell the group that they will be celebrating Thanksgiving during 

the week. 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl1EcakPxMtNB5_0GuPdfNw?app=desktop
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Self-directed Activities 

Actividades auto-dirigidas 
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Theme Focus 
Tema 
Thanksgiving Day/Dia de Acción de Gracias 
 

Begin by telling children a little bit about the Thanksgiving celebration. Tell 

them that “Thanksgiving Day is celebrated on the fourth Thursday of the 

month of November in the United States. Families and friends get together 

to share and enjoy a huge feast and give thanks for all the good things in 

life. On this day they commemorate the party celebrated by the pilgrims 

who arrived from England on 1621 to thank the native Americans for 

helping them survive. In this party they shared a big buffet with turkey, 

fish, vegetables, fruits and corn dishes.” 

 

“El día de Acción de Gracias se celebra el cuarto jueves de cada noviembre 

en Estados Unidos. Las familias y los amigos se reúnen para compartir un 

gran banquete y dar gracias por todas las cosas buenas de la vida. En este 

día se conmemora la gran fiesta que los peregrinos llegados de Inglaterra 

celebraron en 1621 para agradecer a los nativos de Estados Unidos por la 

ayuda que recibieron para sobrevivir. En ella compartieron un gran 

banquete que contenía, carnes de pavo, pescado, verduras, frutas y 

preparaciones a base de maíz.” 

 

Show the poster with vocabulary for this unit.  
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Take out some flashcards with pictures of some of the things related to 

Thanksgiving and have children practice saying the words out loud.  

 

You can also play a memory game, or hide the cards around the room for 

children to go find them, or simply flash the cards. 
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Song of the Unit 
Cancion de la unidad 
5 little turkeys/5 Pavos 
 
 

Draw your class attention to the lyric chart for this song. 

 

Practice the words of the song by chanting the sentences and having 

everyone echo you.  

 

5 little turkeys  

 

5 little turkeys dancing in their pen. 

“Fly, turkeys, fly!” said the little red hen. 

One little turkey flew far away, 

And when he was gone, then there were (4). 

 

4 little turkeys sat in their pen. 

“Fly, turkeys, fly!” said the little red hen. 

One little turkey flew far away 

And when he was gone, then there were (3). 

 

3 little turkeys dancing in their pen. 

“Fly, turkeys, fly!” said the little red hen. 

One little turkey flew far away 

And when he was gone, then there were 2). 
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2 little turkeys dancing in their pen. 

“Fly, turkeys, fly!” said the little red hen. 

One little turkey flew far away 

And when he was gone, then there was (1) 

 

1 little turkey dancing in his pen. 

“Fly, turkey, fly!”  said the little red hen. 

The last little turkey flew off toward the sun 

And when he was gone, then there were …(none). 

 

Have children pretend to be the turkeys. 

Then play the music and encourage everyone to sing along with you. 

 

You may find this song by clicking HERE 

 

 

 
 

  

https://youtu.be/sduII6y0DCk
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5 Pavos 
 

Draw your class attention to the lyric chart for this song. 

 

Practice the words of the song by chanting the sentences and having 

everyone echo you.  

 

5 pavos grandes gordos y graciosos 

Danzaban y bailaban riendo sin parar. 

Se escuchó un ruido y los pavos se asustaron 

Uno voló y quedaron solo 4. 

 

4 pavos grandes gordos y graciosos 

Danzaban y bailaban riendo sin parar. 

Se escuchó un ruido y los pavos se asustaron 

Uno voló y quedaron solo 3. 

 

3 pavos grandes gordos y graciosos 

Danzaban y bailaban riendo sin parar. 

Se escuchó un ruido y los pavos se asustaron 

Uno voló y quedaron solo 2. 

 

2 pavos grandes gordos y graciosos 

Danzaban y bailaban riendo sin parar. 

Se escuchó un ruido y los pavos se asustaron 

Uno voló y quedo solo 1. 

 

1 pavo grande gordo y gracioso 

Danzaba y bailaba riendo sin parar. 
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Se escuchó un ruido y el pavo se asustó 

El pavo voló y huyendo escapó. 

 

Have children pretend to be the turkeys. 

Then play the music and encourage everyone to sing along with you. 

 

You may find this song by clicking HERE. 

 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/RITB8x9j8w8
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Nursery Rhymes 
Rimas 
If you’re thankful/Gracias 
 
Draw your class attention to the chart with the words of this poem or 

nursery rhyme. 

 

Practice the words by chanting the sentences and having everyone echo 

you.  

 

If you’re thankful 

 

If you’re thankful and you know it clap your hands 

If you’re thankful and you know it clap your hands 

If you’re thankful and you know it 

Then your face will surely show it 

If you’re thankful and you know it clap your hands! 

 

 

If you’re thankful and you know it, stomp your feet. 

If you’re thankful and you know it, stomp your feet. 

If you’re thankful and you know it,  

then your face will surely show it. 

If you’re thankful and you know it, stomp your feet. 

 

If you’re thankful and you know it, shout “I am!” 

If you’re thankful and you know it, shout “I am!” 
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If you’re thankful and you know it,  

then your face will surely show it. 

If you’re thankful and you know it, shout “I am!” 

 
You may find this song by clicking HERE. 

 

 

Gracias 

 

Doy mil gracias por el día 

Mi familia y mis amigos. 

Doy mil gracias por mi hogar 

Mi sustento y lo que tengo. 

Doy mil gracias por ser yo 

Por amar y ser feliz. 

 

 
You may find this song by clicking HERE. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/_VibiIKTotM
https://youtu.be/ShmFMoDLJms
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Playful Time 
Hora del Juego 
A beak for the turkey/Un pico para el pavo 
 

Prepare a large picture of a turkey with a big beak. You may want to 

decorate your door for this project (See Appendix). 

 

Cut out a paper beak for each player with his or her name on it. Place a 

little bit of blue tack on the back of each beak. 

 

Hang the turkey on a wall or a door where there is lots of space around it. 

 

Explain to children that they will take turns at placing the beak on the 

turkey blindfolded.  

 

Have each child take a turn and try to place the beak on the turkey. The 

child who places the beak closest to the real one is the winner.  

 

You may want to laminate the picture of the turkey and the noses. 

 

You can also play this fun game with the pilgrims, the Indians or a 

scarecrow on the door. Play “Put a nose to pilgrims, the Indians/Natives 

or a scarecrow!” “Pon una nariz a los peregrinos, los indios/nativos o a un 

espantapájaros!” 
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Put a beak to the turkey game 
Decorate your doors with Thanksgiving turkeys such as the ones below. 

Kids will enjoy by helping make a turkey beak out of folded sticky notes 

with their names. If you like you may put some double-sided tape on the 

back of each note. Then blindfold each child. Invite him/her to try to 

place the beak on the proper space on the turkey.  

 

   
 
Variation: 

Have children cut out circles for noses for the pilgrim, the Indians and the 

Scarecrow.  
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Arts & Crafts Activities 
Actividades de Arte y Manualidades 
Play dough turkeys/Pavos de plastilina 
 
Children love playing with dough and making all kinds of figures. Give some 

pieces of brown dough to the children and let them explore and express 

their creativity. Encourage them to imagine and create turkeys with their 

play dough. 

 

Keep in mind that when children play with dough they are developing and 

strengthening their small muscles and refining their fine motor skills. They 

are using their imagination to create and innovate. They are experimenting 

with concepts such as size, shape, length and weight.  

 

Place a few arts and crafts materials to make the experience more 

enjoyable.  

 

Materials: 

Play dough in different colors 

Pipe cleaners in different sizes and colors 

Wiggly eyes in different sizes 

Plastic trays or plates. One for each child to keep their dough on it. 

 

In case you would like to make the dough following is a safe an easy recipe. 

Materials: 

    4 cups of plain flour 
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    1 1/2 cups of salt 

    2 tbs. of oil 

    1 cup of warm water 

     A few drops of food coloring of your choice (4 different colors) 

     5 medium mixing bowls 

 

Use 4 bowls for mixing the ingredients and making 4 different colors of play 

dough. Pour 1/4 cup of water into each of these bowls. Add a few drops of 

different food color to each bowl. Add ½ tablespoon of oil to each bowl as 

well. Stir. 

 

Use the left bowl to mix the flour with the salt. Stir all together. 

 

Next, pour 1 cup of the dry mixture into each bowl. Stir and mix all in. 

Once it is all mixed put the mixture on a cutting board and knead until it is 

nice and smooth. Put the play dough in plastic bags and keep them in the 

refrigerator. 
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Story Time 
Thanksgiving story 
 

This activity may help children practice their language and listening skills.  

 

Begin telling the story:  

 

Once upon a time, there were some Pilgrims       

 

that arrived from England                    to the United States  

 

 

on a ship     called the Mayflower.     

 

 

 

On December 11, 1620 they settled in Plymouth Rock. 

 

That first winter was very difficult.  
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Many of them could not resist the low temperatures, snowfall and hard 

work of building their homes and getting food to survive.   

 

The arrival of spring was very well received. 

The radiant sun, the little birds singing and 

the land in its splendor was now ready for 

planting. 

 

The few Pilgrims that were left were helped by 

the native Americans who taught them how to 

hunt, fish and sow corn and other typical local foods. 

 

At the end of the season, they obtained a splendid harvest and 

to celebrate they invited their friends, the American Indians. 

 

They prepared a great banquet with meats, fish, 

vegetables, nuts and delicious desserts. 
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Before dinner, the pilgrims and the American 

Indians gathered to give thanks for everything 

they had achieved, for what they had, the food 

and their great friendship.  

 

Following are some activities to do after reading 

the story. 
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Hora del Cuento 
La historia del Día de Acción de Gracias 
 

For Story Time you may want to play Languages4kidz story about El Día 

de Acción de Gracias on YouTube.  

This activity helps children practice their language and listening skills.  

 

Begin telling the story:  

 

Érase una vez, unos peregrinos      que en un barco llamado 

Mayflower     llegaron de     Inglaterra a Estados 

Unidos.  

 

El 11 de diciembre de 1620 se establecieron en Plymouth Rock.  

 

Ese primer invierno fue muy difícil.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAkgLyc0c4o
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Muchos de ellos no pudieron resistir las bajas temperaturas, las nevadas 
y el trabajo duro de construir sus casas y conseguir alimentos para poder 
sobrevivir.   
 
La llegada de la primavera fue muy bien 
recibida. El sol radiante, los pajaritos 
cantando y las tierras en su esplendor para 
poder sembrar.  
 
 
Los pocos que quedaron fueron ayudados por 
los indígenas del lugar quienes les ensenaron 
a cazar y pescar y a sembrar el maíz y otros 
alimentos típicos del lugar.  
 

Al final de la temporada obtuvieron una cosecha esplendida y 
para celebrar invitaron a sus amigos los indígenas.  
 

 
Prepararon un gran banquete con 

carnes, pescados, vegetales, frutos secos y 
postres deliciosos.   
 
 
Antes de la cena los peregrinos y los indígenas 
reunidos dieron gracias por todo lo que habían 
conseguido, por lo que tenían, la comida y su 
gran amistad.  
 
Los niños pueden realizar las actividades 
siguientes después de la historia. 
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Wrap Up! 
Good-bye  
Stamp pad or stickers 
 
Let children know it is time for singing good-bye.  

 

Play a good-bye song and touch each child’s hand as you sing, making a 

gesture similar to Give me 5 while making the sound of a turkey, 

GOBBLE, GOBBLE, GOBBLE. Children will enjoy this popular way of saying 

good-bye, and it may be a good way to bring your class to a gentle close. 

 

Invite children to enjoy and practice the vocabulary and expressions 

learned throughout the week. 

 

Put a Thanksgiving stamp or a sticker on each child’s hand as they leave 

the classroom. 
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Despedida 
Adiós  
Stamp pad or stickers 

 

Let children know it is time for singing good-bye.  

 

Play a good-bye song and touch each child’s hand as you sing, making a 

gesture similar to a CHOCA ESOS 5 while making the sound of a turkey, 

GLU, GLU, GLU. Children will enjoy this popular way of saying good-bye, 

and it may be a good way to bring your class to a gentle close. 

 

Invite children to enjoy and practice the vocabulary and expressions 

learned throughout the week. 

 

Put a Thanksgiving stamp or a sticker on each child’s hand as they leave 

the classroom. 
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MORE ACTIVITIES 
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 Laminate, cut and have children put the Puzzle together 
(6 pieces) 
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Laminate, cut and have children put the Puzzle together 
(12 pieces) 
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Thanksgiving mini book 
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Thanksgiving Sorting 
Use craft punchers to cut out pieces of Thanksgiving images from 

construction paper. Give each child a bowl of assorted paper cutouts. 

Have them sort the paper cutouts onto the sorting sheet and glue them 

on. 

 

Use Thanksgiving plastic toys. Give each child a bowl of assorted toys. 

Have them sort the toys onto bowls for each toy. 

 

Use orange, black and yellow pompoms or any other arts and crafts 

materials (buttons, sticks, colored pasta) for children to sort by color or 

type of material. 

 

Matching activities 
 

Game cards for matching by number, color, shapes, etc. 

 

Thanksgiving Patterns 
 

Use turkey, pilgrim hat, leaves and feathers craft punchers to cut out the 

pieces from construction paper. Children glue the cutouts on a paper 

pattern strip following AB, AABB, ABC, ABB, AAB, etc.  

 

Place colored pasta or colored beads for 

children to make a Thanksgiving Indian 

necklace following a pattern, such as the 

ones presented by Early Learning Ideas. 



 
Thanksgiving-Acción de Gracias 
 

Copyright ©2016 
 

 

 Word search 
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Sopa de letras 
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Tracing Thanksgiving Words 1 
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Tracing Thanksgiving Words 2 
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Palabras de Acción de Gracias  
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Turkey Activities  

Hand print turkey 

Materials: 

• Turkey body template 

• Orange, red, brown and yellow construction paper 

• Scissors 

• Glue 

• Googly eyes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What to do: 

1. Have children trace their hands using different colors of 
construction paper. Have them cut them out. 

 
2. Prepare the body of the turkey template as indicated in following 

next page.  
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3. Have children color it. 

 
Ask children to glue the traced and cut out hands on the back of the 
turkey’s body to make the feathers.  
 

 
4. Finally, ask them glue some googly eyes and a beak to the turkey’s 

face. 
 
You can also have children use real feathers or colored feathers or 
autumn leaves to complete the turkey. See the samples below: 
 
See the sample. 
 

 
 
See the sample.  
 

 

https://www.mynourishedhome.com/fun-paper-turkey-craft/
https://www.easypeasyandfun.com/turkey-leaf-craft/
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If you like you may also try the hand print turkey as in the following 
image. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or a turkey with feathers made of paper folded as a fan.   
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Pilgrim girl’s hat 
Encourage children to cut out the skeleton pieces and to put them 

together with fasteners. 
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Pilgrim boy’s hat 
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Indian’s crown 
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Thanksgiving Class Book 
Ask each parent to send in a photo of their family and friends celebrating 

Thanksgiving. Glue each photo onto a page, and bind the pages together 

to make a class book.  

 

Thanksgiving Treats 
 
Check out our Thanksgiving board on Pinterest 
 
 

Turkey shaped sandwich bread by bentolunch.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.pinterest.com/languages4kidz/thanksgiving-for-kids/
https://www.bentolunch.net/2016/11/make-easy-turkey-sandwich-bento.html
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Thanksgiving Popcorns Treat bags 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://community.today.com/foodclub/recipe/popcorn-turkey-treat-bags
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Thanksgiving Turkeys with Oreo cookies and Pretzels 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://mommyevolution.com/easy-candy-corn-turkey-cookies/
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